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Kﬁhé.m' helps Visually Challenged Persons

ERING COLLEGE
Department of Information Techinology

—
_'m: HINDU » THURSDAY, JULY 19, 200

technology students from a
private engineering college in

uters with gase,
The project titled hard-
ware keyboard for visually
impaired’ won the first place
at o national-level technology
mewt at the Indian Institute
of Technology, Kanpur, and
alssr presented at Warld-

HOT KEYS: 5. Sivaraman works on the keyboard designed for the visually
impaired in Tambaram on Tuesday. - PHOTO: A, MURALITHARAN

Putting knowledge
gained to good use

IT students construct keyboard for visually challenged

comp 2007, a global confe-
rence on embedded systems
and their applications in Las
Vegas, Nevada, USA last
maonith,

5 Sivaraman and R Sri-

. kanth, students of Sri Sai Ram

Engineering College, said
that they hod been doing pro-
Jects in different arcas since
their first year but wanted to
do something that would be
benefit a dissdvantoged sec-
tion of the society. They
wanted to make life easier for
the visually challenged

Their keyboard features 17

logical switches  equipped
with soft ‘touch sensors’, s
ing them 62 characters can be
typed

Twelve of the switches
were in the "hash’ pattern and
the rest in the ‘cross’ pattern
on the keyboard. There was
also an integrated text-po-
speech conversion system, Lof
minimise the probability of]
EFTOrS,

According to the students,
visually challenged people
woubd peed just o week Lo get
used to the keyboard and type
about 40 characters a minute,
J
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Qur Alumni — Mr.G.Vinod at Infosys
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